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The VAW Journal: with the voices of the most creative and audacious African women, in distinct
shapes—drawings, comics, paintings, photographs, poetry, short stories and essays—the world
is known. Women, bearing roots from all corners of Africa, paint an insightful mural of the world
as seen from their standpoint. The journal addresses a wide range of topics related to women
and gender. The goal is to create transformative experiences for the world—women and men
included.
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e would first like to thank all of the women who participated in this work. We thank you for
believing and trusting our vision when we said we wanted to create an anthology that would
highlight the stories of African women through their own artistic lens. Without their submissions,
this book would not be possible. We also want to extend our deepest gratitude to the founder of
Malaika, Noëlla Coursaris Musunka, for agreeing to speak with us about African Women identity.
Who she is and what she fights for greatly speaks on the themes we chose to highlight in this
edition and we could not have chosen a more perfect voice to feature in our book. Thank you,
Martha and Jaime, for promptly helping us schedule our delightful conversation with Noëlla. We
are grateful for the connection. Last, but certainly not least, our warmest and biggest thank you
goes out to all of the African women from the continent, for whom and by whom this work was
inspired. We draw motivation, peace, love, and courage from you daily. This anthology is
dedicated to you. "The rights we want: We want to choose our husband, we want
to own land, we want to go to school, we don't want to be cut anymore, we want to make
decisions, we want respect in politics, to be leaders. We want to be equal" — Rebecca
Lolosoli T he voices of African women have often been left out of conversations that particularly
affect them. The world seems to be so threatened by her voice that it tries its best to shut it
down.The intention behind this journal is to create a platform for the voices of African Women. In
the first edition of this art collection, we hope to showcase pieces that outline identity and its
development as recounted by African women. We seek to understand how African women see
themselves; their internal and external difficulties when living out their dreams, hopes, and lives
in this identity.This year has been plagued with many hashtags that should not have existed, like:
#justicefortina and #justiceforuwa. We cried justice for women whose voices the world tried to
take from them and some of which it succeeded to take. But we will not let their voices fall
silent. We will fight! The brutality in the case of Vera Uwaila Omozuwa affirms the necessity of
this art collection. Vera was a twenty-two year old student who sought the quietness of her
empty church in Benin City, Southern Nigeria, to study. She was found hours later raped and
killed. Unfortunately, there are many Vera(s) on the African continent that we never hear about.



That we never get the chance to mourn. That we never get the chance to protect.The lack of
support for survivors of rape and the culture that supports the persistence of these, and all acts
of violence, whether physical or emotional, against women needs to be explicitly addressed and
changed.Even in Rwanda, a country heralded for being progressive when it comes to gender
equality in the government, still has a culture that requires the notion of gender equality be
parked at the front door. Powerful, outspoken and outstanding female leaders who call the shots
every day in their offices, still find it difficult to assert themselves in their own homes - some out
of fear for their own safety.This should not be the case! I, AFRICA™ was founded with the
intention to amplify the voices of those whose stories have been told on their behalf, whose
voices have been suppressed, and who have been made to believe that they are not worthy.
This initiative is also led by four Black Women who know each and every one of these
circumstances and decided to use these experiences to empower everything we do. Let’s take
Cláudia, our Program Director. She was born and raised in Angola, South-West Africa. She left
for the United States at the dawn of her womanhood to pursue better professional training, but
she has achieved much more than that. She is a part of a number of projects and has founded
SmallPrints, an organization focused on the well-being of every Angolan child through
education. Regardless of her current location, she always does her all to contribute to the
development of her home country.Our Communications Director, Lauretta, was born and raised
in Nigeria where she is currently studying to practice law. She is passionate about her continent,
her people, and the preservation as well as the sharing of authentic African stories. She finds
peace in meditation, reading, self-reflection, and writing with the ultimate goal of being a better
version of herself everyday so that she can make an impact on the African continent. Like
Lauretta, Roberta, our Executive Coordinator, is also Nigerian. Roberta, however, was born to
Nigerian parents who emigrated to the United States twenty-four years ago. She draws
inspiration from her parents’ bravery to leave their home and family and go to a foreign country
for the sake of providing the best for their children when their country, at the time, could not.
Their decision to cross borders has motivated Roberta to honor them by striving for the best
both academically and professionally. At I, AFRICA™ she works to draw attention to the stories
of people like her and her immigrant parents.I, on the other hand, was born in Togo, where I
enjoyed most of my childhood surrounded by extended families and a multitude of neighbors
with kids my own age. When I was about twelve years old, I emigrated to the United states,
where I currently reside. Learning a whole new language was, simultaneously, exciting and
daunting but I met lifelong friends in the process. I have had the pleasure of living on two
continents and within two different cultures, which create a form of dissonance at times, but has
made me into who I am.Our individual stories are vastly different. But etched into each, is our
identity, our personality, the source of our dreams and our hopes. The differences in our stories
are important as they individualize us, and the similarities connect us.Take some time to read
the stories in this book to learn about the identity of the many voices of African women. Listen to
the voices of these audacious African women sharing their vision of a better, stronger, more



inclusive and reverent world for all women. For a moment, forget everything you know about
what it means to be African, or to be a woman, and see it only through their eyes. Do not judge
them for freely and explicitly talking about sexual freedom, allow them to tell you how they see
themselves in the world, and contemplate the stories they tell you – stories they know the world
would not believe. Find the differences between yours and their identities, but more importantly
find the places where you connect. Let these works of art: each poem, essay, short story,
drawings, and paintings, for a brief second, challenge the way in which you have thought about
African Women. No nation can survive much longer in negating or subduing the voices of its
women or menacing their existence. Not in Kenya where Rebecca Lolosoli and her community
are literally fighting against the patriarchy by establishing their own women-only community; not
in Nigeria where atrocities of rape are no longer tolerated; not in the Democratic Republic of
Congo where Noëlla Coursaris Musunka is fighting for the right for girl’s education through her
all-girls school, Malaika; not even in Rwanda where traumas of a past genocide is slowly but
surely being healed through shared stories, policy changes, and sentences against the
perpetrators. Not anywhere.We, African Women, want the space to create our own identities, we
want the space to be feminist without being called a “foreigner”, we want to assert our place in
the world, to be leaders in our own right. We want to not be forced into marriages just for the
purpose of bearing children; often, before we are done being children ourselves. We want to be
equal. Take heed and join us or move out of the way. We are no longer asking. We are simply
informing you. I, AFRICA™ STAFF Ida AdjivonExecutive Director Roberta EzikeExecutive
Coordinator Lauretta OnwuegbuzieCommunications Director Cláudia CassomaProgram
Director AcknowledgmentsIntroductionUntitledSexual FreedomEntre
GemidosDa Mulher CasadaE Outros Gritos MaisIdentity
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